16
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Mr. LIU Cixin
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The first Asian author honored with the prestigious
Hugo Award, Mr. LIU Cixin stands as a pioneer in
contemporary Chinese science fiction literature.
The works that flow from his pen have captured
the hearts of readers worldwide, with several of
his most celebrated novels adapted into films and
television series, propelling Chinese science fiction
to the zenith of the global stage. For decades,
Mr. Liu’s unwavering devotion to his craft has
borne extraordinary fruit. The rich harvest of
accomplishments he has reaped has ushered in the
era he envisioned in his first full-length novel—a

veritable “Supernova Era” of Chinese literature.

Born in Beijing in the 1960s, Mr. Liu spent
his childhood during the Cultural Revolution,
eventually relocating with his parents to Yangquan,
Shanxi. At the tender age of seven, he witnessed
the launch of China’s very first space satellite, Dong
Fang Hong 1, streaking across the sky, kindling a
profound curiosity about the cosmos—a spark that
ignited the boundless imagination through which
he would behold the enigmatic universe. It was
not until he discovered the foreign sci-fi classics,
such as Journey to the Center of the Earth, nestled
in his father’s collection that he unlocked a lifelong
passion for the genre. This was the prologue to his

decades-long literary odyssey.
Setting one’s heart on learning at fifteen, as the

Chinese adage goes, Mr. Liu first encountered

sci-fi works by Chinese authors at that same age.
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Inspired and intrigued, he wielded his pen and set
forth on his literary creation. The beginning of his
journey was fraught with challenges, for his early
submissions were frequently met with rejections.
Yet, he continued writing even after entering the
workforce, and it took years for his works to make

their mark.

Unlike many traditional writers, Mr. Liu did not
pursue literary studies at school but instead
enrolled at the North China Institute of Water
Resources and Electric Power to study engineering.
Upon graduating in 1985, he became a computer
engineer at the Niangziguan Power Plant in Shanxi
Province. Amid the incessant rolling of time,
more than two decades slipped by. Throughout
the tranquil routine at the power plant, Mr. Liu
remained steadfast in his writing craft. In the
1990s, his sci-fi works started to emerge into the
limelight, from his maiden piece The Whale’s Song
that was serialized in a sci-fi magazine in 1999,
and the novella The Wandering Earth in 2000,
to his first full-length novel The Supernova Era
in 2003, culminating in the renowned The Three-
Body Problem trilogy completed between 2006 and
2010. Mr. Liu’s works have mesmerized readers
worldwide, cementing his esteemed position in the

international literary canon.

Mr. Liu’s creations have garnered both national
and global acclaim, earning him several Chinese

Galaxy Awards and prestigious accolades,



including the Chinese Nebula Award, Japan’s
Seiun Award, and the Locus Award, among others.
He was also recognized by The Arthur C. Clarke
Foundation with the Award for Imagination in
Service to Society. In 2015, Mr. Liu was bestowed
the Hugo Award for Best Novel for the English
translation of The Three-Body Problem. With this
accolade, which is widely regarded as the “Nobel
Prize of Science Fiction”, Mr. Liu made history as
the first Asian recipient, ushering in a monumental

chapter in Chinese literature.

The Three-Body Problem trilogy constructs an
epic cosmic worldview, narrating the push-pull
between human civilization on Earth and an alien
civilization. By melding scientific theory with
philosophical introspection, the trilogy boasts
extraordinary literary depth. To date, it has been
translated into 35 languages, with global sales
exceeding 30 million copies. As Mr. Liu stated in
the preface to The Wandering Earth: “My journey
in science fiction is, too, a journey in search of
home.” The footprints he left along this trail are
wide and deep and will forever serve as the North
Star guiding a new generation of writers in their

pursuit of literary creation.

Currently serving as Vice-Chairman of the Shanxi
Writers Association, and as a member of both the
China Writers Association and the China Science
Writers Association, Mr. Liu leads by example

in fostering the robust advancement of Chinese

literature. This engineer-author, who harbors the
love for human civilization and the vast universe,
bridges science and literature through a blend of
scientific knowledge and fervent imagination. His
works illuminate the soft power of Chinese sci-fi
literature to readers across the globe. Mr. Liu’s
vision resonates strongly with the spirit of HKUST,
which endeavors to integrate scientific inquiry
with humanistic solicitude. He aspires to leverage
the power of technology to enhance human well-
being, empowering humanity to continue its quest

into the infinite cosmos beyond our horizons.

Through his multifaceted career, marked by a
successful transition from engineer to literary
titan and a unique synthesis of scientific depth
with global commercial appeal, Mr. Liu is a living
testament to the vision and value embodied
in HKUST’s commitment to interdisciplinary
education. He stands as a paragon of the success
achievable through the integration of knowledge
across the very domains represented by our five
Schools: Engineering, Humanities and Social
Science, Science, Business and Management, and

the Academy of Interdisciplinary Studies.

Pro-Chancellor, on behalf of the Council of The
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
[ have the high honor of presenting to you, Mr. Liu
Cixin, the Hugo-winning author, for the award of

Doctor of Humanities honoris causa.
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