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A respected tech-savvy multi-disciplinary lawyer with
responsibilities spanning the Asia Pacific, Mr. Nicholas
CHAN Hiu-Fung is one of Hong Kong’s most incisive legal
minds. While very young, he witnessed the harsh injustice
faced by a childhood friend’s family, an experience that
sparked his ambition to become a judge one day and ignited
his lifelong passion for improving access to justice and
upholding the rule of law.

Born and raised locally, Mr. Chan pursued degrees in
both Law and Computer Science from Australia’s
University of Melbourne in the early 1990s. During this
time, he also served as an elected student council member,
providing support to fellow foreign students dealing with
challenges such as homesickness or racism.

Excited by the establishment of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region in 1997, Mr. Chan returned to his
home city and joined the leading local law firm Deacons. He
was subsequently invited to join the top-ranked global law
firm Squire Patton Boggs, becoming its youngest Partner in
2005.

Throughout his distinguished career, Mr. Chan has
amassed expertise in diverse areas, including private equity,
venture capital, intellectual property, competition laws, data
privacy, and cybersecurity. With his specialized knowledge,
he has unraveled complex legal issues for governments,
private sector clients, funds, and non-governmental
organizations across Asia, Europe, and North America.
Notably, his involvement in a US$10 billion acquisition of a
global networking business exemplifies his ability to craft
cost-effective solutions for complex situations.

With a strong commitment to promoting peace and the
rule of law, Mr. Chan leads the intergovernmental

organization  Asian-African Legal Consultative
Organization’s Hong Kong Regional Arbitration Centre,
advancing economic progress and resolving disputes for its
47 member states across continents. An advocate for
advancing technology to create positive social impact, he
serves as Chairman of the Innovation and Technology
Venture Fund Advisory Committee to guide the
government in investing HK$2 billion in funding for

promising local start-ups.

Devoted to serving his country and the greater good,
Mr. Chan fulfills a crucial role as a Hong Kong Deputy to
the National People's Congress, where he actively
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participated in major appointment decisions and the
formulation of various influential laws and policies. These
include the National 14th Five-Year Plan, the Law of the
People's Republic of China on Safeguarding National
Security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region,
and the Civil Code of the People's Republic of China.

Mr. Chan's selfless ethos of “living a life that empowers
other’s lives” is exemplified through his support for
providing STEM education training and internet access for
underprivileged communities. During the pandemic, he
played a pivotal role in conceptualizing and developing a
widely used COVID-19 risk management app. In
recognition of his
contributions to society, he was appointed a Justice of the

Peace in 2021 and has received prestigious accolades,

exceptional commitment and

including the Hong Kong Government's distinguished
Medal of Honour in 2016, the Law Society of Hong Kong's
Distinguished Pro Bono Service Award, and the Agency for
Volunteer Service’s Leadership Bauhinia Volunteer Award.

In addition to his public roles, Mr. Chan is deeply
committed to advancing higher education. He has had a
longstanding affiliation with HKUST since the early 2000s,
initially serving as a guest lecturer for the EMBA program.
Recognizing the importance of mentorship, he has taken on
the role of inspiring students in interdisciplinary studies,
instilling in them a profound sense of civic responsibility to
serve the community while pursuing successful careers.

In 2016, Mr. Chan's dedication to education led to his
appointment as a Council Member of HKUST, serving on
seven committees during his six-year tenure. As Chair of the
Knowledge Transfer Committee, he played a pivotal role in
shaping the University's intellectual property policy,
establishing the Entrepreneurship Fund, and securing
co-investment partners. Through strategic investments in
emerging technologies like artificial intelligence,
blockchain, and fintech, he nurtured a vibrant ecosystem of
technological advancements, contributing to Hong Kong's

startup scene.

Mr. Chan has made additional contributions to the
University by actively engaging in the Committee on
HKUST(GZ) and serving on the Search Committees for the
Provost and the Vice-President for Institutional
Advancement. With his profound knowledge in law and
technology, he has played a significant role in fostering the

growth and success of HKUST.

The University is today delighted to salute Mr. Chan for
his dedication to utilizing his extensive legal, business, and
technological expertise to positively impact life in Hong
Kong and beyond.
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